
JACKSON PARISH LIBRARY BOARD 

JONESBORO, LOUISIANA 

MINUTES – June 17, 2013 as amended July 19, 2013 

  
            The regular meeting of the Jackson Parish Library Board was held on Monday, June 17, 

2013, at 11:00 a.m. at the Jackson Parish Library with the following members present: Mrs. 

Carolyn Crawley, Mrs. Sherri Ezell, Ms. Rose Foster, Mrs. Dean Rushing and Mr. Todd 

Culpepper. Mrs. Faircloth, Mrs. Gates, Mr. Kenneth Folden and Mrs. Alayna Huckaby were also 

in attendance. 

The meeting was called to order at 11:06 a.m. by Mrs. Sherri Ezell. Mrs. Foster gave the 

invocation. Mrs. Ezell welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Motion Mrs. Crawley, second Mrs. Rushing to approve the minutes of May 6, 2013, and 

June 3, 2013, as written. Motion carried. 

Motion Mrs. Crawley, second Mrs. Foster to approve the financial reports of April and 

May of 2013. Motion carried. Mrs. Gates then asked Mr. Folden to address the questions 

regarding the disclosure statement located at the beginning of each financial report prepared by 

his firm. Mr. Folden explained that his firm serves as the library’s contract accountant. As such, 

it is not independent of the library; rather, it works for and with the library. He went on to 

explain internal controls and how the firm assists the library in maintaining proper internal 

controls. He then reviewed several GASB rules dealing with auditing services and financial 

statements. He explained that some of the requirements for auditing purposes are not including in 

monthly statements because of time and expense costs, and that such information is primarily for 

end of year audit reports. He explained that the disclosures are not there because of any law or 

rule violations, but instead are simply stating what is not covered in the report. 

Mrs. Gates then reviewed the statistical reports. She noted new e-services, including the 

stats for e-music and e-serials. She also went over her expectations for summer. Motion Mr. 

Culpepper, second Mrs. Crawley to approve the statistical reports for April and May of 

2013. Motion carried. 

Mrs. Gates advised the board that the Jury has approved the Library’s purchase of Mr. 

Traina’s property, which is located adjacent to the library, pending clear title. Mr. Culpepper 

stated that Mr. Stokes was looking into the title and reviewing the appraisal and cost estimates 

for the property. Mrs. Gates then advised the board that the Jury had also authorized Mr. Riley to 

put the Chatham branch construction project out for bids once the plans are approved by the 

appropriate reviewers, such as the Fire Marshal’s office. Mrs. Gates stated that the plans had 

already been sent to both the Fire Marshal and Mr. O’Haver. Mr. Culpepper reiterated Mr. 

Riley’s belief that, based on recent turn-around, the project may be ready for groundbreaking in 

September or early October. 

Mrs. Gates then advised the Board of two recent resignations, those being Ashlee Kelley 

and Les Webb. As Mrs. Gates had been aware of Mr. Webb’s intention to move for some time, 

the two had been working on an IT solution for the library. As Nexus is already the e-rate 

approved contractor for IT services such as internet and internal connections, and the library had 

already included priority two services in its bid package for e-rated services, Mrs. Gates 

recommended the library utilize a two-day per week contract with Nexus Systems, Inc. Mrs. 

Gates had asked Nexus for a quote. Their verbal quote was $24,000-$30,000 per year, which was 

comprised of per man-day estimates of approximately $12,000 per man-day for computer 

technicians and approximately $15,000 per man-day for computer analysts. She also explained 



that any contract with Nexus would include their remote-access and on-call services. She had run 

the total budget numbers and the cost associated with a full-time employee are significantly 

higher than the cost for a contract for services. Motion Mrs. Crawley, second Mrs. Rushing to 

authorize Mrs. Gates to approve a two-day per week, one year contract with Nexus Systems, 

Inc., with the understanding that the full-time Network Administrator position be left vacant 

during the contract and pending attorney approval of said contract. Motion carried. 

Mrs. Gates then reviewed the pending audit findings and management’s response. Mr. 

Folden also addressed the internal control procedures and how they have been amended to create 

better internal controls. The exit conference is scheduled for Thursday morning and Mrs. 

Rushing will be attending on behalf of the Board. Mrs. Gates will review the final audit at the 

next regular meeting. 
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            Under announcements, Mrs. Gates advised the Board of upcoming programs, including 

Memphis All-Stars and the Summer Blowout for kids. She also reviewed the popularity of Rob 

Rue’s performances the past week. Mrs. Gates announced that the Library had just been awarded 

another grant, titled Created Equal. This grant will complement the other two grants currently in 

progress, those being The Way We Worked and Civil War 150. Mrs. Gates then reminded Board 

members that ethics training is required every year and that if they had not already completed the 

one-hour course to please do so and provide a copy of the certificate for the library’s files. The 

next regular meeting is scheduled for July 15, 2013, at 11:00 a.m. 

            There being no further business, motion Mr. Culpepper, second Mrs. Rushing to 

adjourn. Motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m.   

 

Mrs. Sherri Ezell, President 

Mrs. Crystal Gates, Secretary 
 


