
JACKSON PARISH LIBRARY BOARD 

JONESBORO, LOUISIANA 

MINUTES – May 19, 2014 
 The regular meeting of the Jackson Parish Library Board was held on Monday, May 19, 

2014, at 4:00 p.m. at the Jackson Parish Library with the following members present:  Mrs. 

Baker, Mrs. Carolyn Crawley, Mrs. Paula Essmeier, Mrs. Sherri Ezell, Mrs. Margaret Ford, Mrs. 

Carol Massey and Mrs. Dean Rushing.  Mr. Todd Culpepper was absent.  Mrs. Gates was also in 

attendance. 

The meeting was called to order at 4:05 p.m. by Mrs. Massey. Mrs. Ford gave the 

invocation.  Mrs. Massey welcomed everyone to the meeting. There were no public comments. 

 Motion Mrs. Rushing, second Mrs. Essmeier to approve the minutes of April 21, 2014 as 

presented with the correction of one typo.  Motion carried. 

 Mrs. Gates reviewed two checks paid with library funds as authorized by the Jury and 

advised that she would let Mr. Pardue know that library expenditures needed to be approved by 

the appropriate library representative prior to payment.  Motion Mrs. Rushing, second Mrs. Ezell 

to approve the financial report as presented.  Motion carried.  Mrs. Gates reviewed the lack of 

stats for the Zinio subscription due to an issue with the consortium purchase and that the 

software is being renewed.  Motion Mrs. Crawley, second Mrs. Ezell to approve the statistical 

report as presented. Motion carried. 

 Under strategic plan, Mrs. Gates advised that construction is moving along and work is 

beginning on the inside.  As such, construction will be moving quickly.  The state contract carpet 

has been ordered and Mrs. Gates is keeping the contractor informed as shipment details become 

known.  The bids for furniture, fixtures and equipment were opened on May 16, 2014.  The low 

bidder for library furniture was M. L. Bath, with a base bid of $18,731.00.  The bid alternate for 

task chairs was in the amount of $648.00.  The low bidder for architectural woodwork was 

Library Interiors with a base bid of $38,361.84, with two alternates totaling $5,130.68 and 

$5,274.97.  The low bidder for library shelving was Library Interiors with a base bid of 

$13,950.63.  There were no bids for office furniture.  However, that furniture estimate qualifies 

for quoting, so Dewberry is currently gathering quotes for the office furniture and will present 

those when they become available. As long as the office furniture quotes come in as estimated, 

the FFE expenditures are within the set budget.  Mrs. Massey asked about the library’s stored 

furniture.  Mrs. Gates advised that some furniture was being stored for potential use in Chatham 

and that other furniture was obsolete, and if not useful for Chatham, will disposed of by public 

sale or donated to other public entities. Mrs. Gates then advised that the fencing at the main 

library is almost complete and has turned out very well.   

Motion Mrs. Rushing, second Mrs. Crawley to enter executive session.  Motion carried 

unanimously. Motion Mrs. Baker, second Mrs. Essmeier to exit executive session. Motion 

carried unanimously. 

Motion Mrs. Essmeier, second Mrs. Crawley to authorize the payment to Land’s End in 

the amount of $2,858.53 for employee uniforms to be paid out of special funds. Motion carried. 

Motion Mrs. Rushing, second Mrs. Baker to authorize Mrs. Gates and Mrs. Barnes to 

attend the Association of Rural and Small Libraries Annual Conference in Tacoma to present 

their chosen program at an approximate cost of $2,200 for registration, hotel and roundtrip flight, 

with the understanding that Mrs. Gates will email board members of the official total once 

reservations are made or seek additional input prior to purchase if the estimate increases 

significantly. Motion carried. 



 Under announcements, Mrs. Gates reviewed the success of The Alley Cats performance, 

including the types of advertising used and the results of the survey taken at the concert. Mrs. 

Gates then reviewed upcoming programming, including ACT Pre-Tests offered at the library; 

Sci-Port’s Gee Whiz Carnival to kick off the children’s activities for the summer reading 

program on May 29, 2014, from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.; the last Pushing the Limits grant program 

to be held on May 29, 2014, at 5:30 p.m.; and the intensive summer reading therapy program 

planned and provided in collaboration with the Jackson Parish School Board.  She advised that 

the Library is applying for a new grant to help provide financial education.  The library is also 

planning a new program which partners with the Jackson Parish Sheriff’s Office to provide 

educational programming at the correctional center and asked that Board members stay tuned for 

further details.  The next meeting date is scheduled for Monday, June 16, 2014, at 4 p.m. 

 There being no further business, motion Mrs. Rushing, second Mrs. Baker to adjourn.  

Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 5:20 p.m.   

Mrs. Carol Massey, President 

Mrs. Crystal Gates, Secretary 
 

 

 

  

 

  


