
JACKSON PARISH LIBRARY BOARD 

JONESBORO, LOUISIANA 

MINUTES – April 20, 2015 

   

 The regular meeting of the Jackson Parish Library Board was held on Monday, April 20, 

2015, at  4:00 p.m. at the Jackson Parish Library with the following members present: Mrs. 

Crawley, Mrs. Essmeier, Mrs. Ezell, Mrs. Ford, Mr. Langston, Mrs. Massey, and Mrs. Rushing. 

Mrs. Baker was absent. Mrs. Gates and Mrs. Faircloth were also in attendance. The meeting was 

called to order at 4:00 p.m. Mrs. Massey welcomed everyone to the meeting and Mr. Langston 

gave the invocation. Mr. Langston talked to the board about making sure that everyone is held 

accountable, that security cameras are checked and that the President keep an open line with the 

Police Jury President to facilitate communication between the board and the jury. 

Motion Mrs. Rushing, second Mrs. Essmeier to approve the minutes of March 2, 2015, as 

presented. Motion carried. Following a discussion of the financial reports and a consensus that 

copies for tax-related documents should be charged regular price, motion Mrs. Crawley, second 

Mrs. Ezell to approve the financial reports as presented.  Motion carried.  Following a discussion 

of the statistical reports, including Chatham’s progress and attendance, the new teen book club 

and HiSet testing, motion Mrs. Rushing, second Mrs. Essmeier to approve the statistical reports 

as presented.  Motion carried. 

 Mrs. Gates reviewed her concerns regarding the millage.  The library is currently 

assessed 3.5 mils.  Before the millage was reduced several years ago, the library had received 8.6 

mils. Following a discussion of the millage and possibilities, motion Mrs. Ezell, second Mrs. 

Rushing to recommend and request that the Jury set the library’s millage at 8.6. Motion carried. 

Mrs. Gates then reviewed the state of the library’s lawn care. Mr. Langston agreed to get 

a decision to Mrs. Massey to let the library know how to proceed.  Until a decision has been 

made, the library will continue as is.   

Mrs. Gates then reviewed invoices for summer tees and yard signs. Summer reading t-

shirts are sold or given as prizes.  The new yard signs will be both prizes and public relations and 

will have the library’s name and the slogan “A Super Reader Lives Here.”  Motion Mrs. 

Crawley, second Mrs. Ezell to authorize payment to Tommy’s Tees for summer t-shirts in the 

amount of $863.20 and payment to Rapid Signs for yard signs in the amount of $1,800.00. 

Motion carried. 

Under announcements, Mrs. Gates discussed recent travel to the Louisiana Library 

Association conference and the Southeastern Library Association conference. Six library 

employees attended LLA and learned about libraries and education, new presenters, etc.  Mrs. 

Gates presented two programs at LLA and attended SELA in her capacity as Public Section 

Chair.  She will also be reporting back SELA’s activities to LLA until a Louisiana representative 



is elected or appointed. The next SELA meeting will be in Birmingham. Mrs. Gates also 

discussed HiSet and the first test she and Mrs. Barnes will be administering at the Jackson Parish 

Correctional Center on Wednesday.  Current and upcoming events include the student art exhibit 

at the library now and summer reading challenges with programming in Jonesboro in June and in 

Chatham during July. The next regular board meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 18, 2015, at 

4:00 p.m. Mrs. Massey scheduled a Bylaws & Policies Committee meeting for Monday, May 18, 

2015, at 3:30 p.m. to discuss uniforms.  There being no further business, motion Mrs. Rushing, 

second Mrs. Massey to adjourn. Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 5:20 p.m.   

  

  

Mrs. Carol Massey, President 

  

  

  

Mrs. Crystal Gates, Secretary 

 


