
JACKSON PARISH LIBRARY BOARD 

JONESBORO, LOUISIANA 

MINUTES – June 3, 2013  

 The special meeting of the Jackson Parish Library Board was held on Monday, June 3, 

2013, at 9:00 a.m. at the Jackson Parish Library with the following members present:  Mrs. 

Carolyn Crawley, Mrs. Sherri Ezell, Ms. Rose Foster, Mrs. Dean Rushing and Mr. Todd 

Culpepper. Mrs. Faircloth, Mrs. Gates, Mr. Riley and Mr. James were also present. Numerous 

interested parties from the east side of the parish were also in attendance. 

The meeting was called to order at 9:02 a.m. by Mrs. Sherri Ezell. Mrs. Crawley gave the 

invocation. Mrs. Ezell welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 Mr. Riley then addressed the completed plans for the construction of the Chatham 

Branch.  He stated that he would like to go through the plans one last time before submitting 

them to the Fire Marshal.  Pending their approval, Mr. Riley stated that he anticipates being able 

to advertise for bids sometime during July and, hopefully, award bids during August. Mr. Riley 

then began going through a slideshow depicting various angles of the building and details, 

including wiring, layout, size and elevation levels. Mr. Bobby Greer asked about the size of the 

branch.  Mr. Riley replied that it is 6,400 s.f. heated. A discussion regarding the proposed sign 

followed.  Mrs. Gates stated that she believed a digital sign would serve the library better.  The 

branch is set to have limited staffing and, to decrease liability and increase functionality, she 

would recommend looking into a digital sign for announcements and events. She stated that she 

did not believe the sign could be updated as often if staff were required to manually update the 

sign and that she believed something digital which could be updated through a computer 

program would serve the public much better. She continued by stating that considering how 

many different programs the library offers each day or week, the sign would need to be updated 

often to be relevant and useful.  Mr. Riley expressed concerns regarding the cost of such a sign 

and bright light from the sign affecting residences located near the library. Mr. Greer also 

expressed concerns regarding a sign which would require changing letters manually.  He asked, 

“Do we want to move into the 21st century, or be stuck in the 19th, the past?”  He added that most 

businesses are moving to digital signs, and area churches are as well.  “It is becoming the norm,” 

stated Mr. Greer. Mr. Riley stated that he did not believe it would be good to hold the project up 

to look into changing the proposed signage and that changes could be handled with change 

orders if necessary. All in attendance agreed that holding up the project is not a good idea and 

that looking into digital signage could be handled as the project progressed. Motion Mrs. 

Crawley, second Mrs. Rushing to approve the plans and authorize Mr. Riley to send the plans as 

presented to the Fire Marshal’s office and to begin moving the project forward. There were no 

public comments. Motion carried. 

Mrs. Crawley then asked Mr. Riley if there was anything further the Board needed to do 

at the current time to ensure the project could continue to move forward as quickly as possible.  

Mr. Riley stated that to his knowledge the Board had nothing further to do at this time.  Mrs. 

Crawley asked Mr. Culpepper if he knew of anything else the Board needed to do and he advised 



that there was nothing else that he knew of. Ms. Sue Proffer then asked if a set of plans could be 

made available at the Chatham Town Hall.  Mr. Riley advised that he had no issue with that and 

that there would be no additional charges for the plans to be made available.  He also stated that 

he would not advise making the current plans available as there are always changes made when 

plans are reviewed by the Fire Marshal.  Mrs. Gates stated that a set would need to be made 

available for public inspection at the library and Mr. Riley stated that a set would also be 

available at the Police Jury office.  Mrs. Ezell then verified that once the plans are approved by 

the Fire Marshal a set will be made available for public inspection at the Chatham Town Hall, at 

the Library in Jonesboro and at the Police Jury office. 

 There being no further business, motion Mr. Culpepper, second Mrs. Rushing to adjourn.  

Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:33 a.m.   

Mrs. Sherri Ezell, President 

Mrs. Crystal Gates, Secretary 

 


