
JACKSON PARISH LIBRARY BOARD 

JONESBORO, LOUISIANA 

MINUTES – January 19, 2015 

 The regular meeting of the Jackson Parish Library Board was held on Monday, January 

19, 2015, at 4:00 p.m. at the Jackson Parish Library with the following members present: Mrs. 

Baker, Mrs. Crawley, Mrs. Essmeier, Mrs. Massey, and Mrs. Rushing and Mr. Langston. Mrs. 

Ezell and Mrs. Ford were absent. Mr. Bobby Greer, Mrs. Gates and Mrs. Faircloth were also in 

attendance. 

The meeting was called to order at 4:04 p.m. Mrs. Massey welcomed everyone to the 

meeting, and Mrs. Crawley gave the invocation. Mr. Greer thanked the Board for its role in the 

building of the Chatham Branch, stated that it is an asset to the entire area and that it is being 

well-used. He addressed concerns about the Library’s Meeting Room Policy and the need for 

meeting space in Chatham. He requested the Board review the policy and discuss changing the 

policy to allow use for events such as showers and possible fees for using the facilities. 

Motion Mrs. Crawley, second Mrs. Essmeier to elect current officers as is, those being: 

President: Mrs. Massey; Vice-President: Mrs. Ezell; Treasurer/Trail Blazer Representative: Mrs. 

Crawley. Motion carried. Mrs. Massey named committee appointments, those being: Building & 

Finance: Mrs. Rushing, Chair, Mrs. Crawley and Mrs. Massey, members; Bylaws & Policies: 

Mrs. Baker, Chair, Mr. Langston and Mrs. Massey, members; Personnel: Mrs. Essmeier, Chair, 

Mrs. Ford and Mrs. Ezell, members. Motion Mrs. Essmeier, second Mrs. Rushing to approve the 

appointments as presented. Motion carried. Motion Mrs. Crawley, second Mrs. Essmeier to 

approve the minutes of November 17, 2014, as presented. Motion carried. Motion Mrs. Rushing, 

second Mrs. Crawley to approve the financial reports as presented. 

 Mrs. Gates asked Mr. Langston about the status of the Police Jury taking over the yard 

maintenance for the library. He advised that he would check into the matter and get back to her 

this week. Mrs. Massey asked for an update on storage units. Mrs. Gates advised they had been 

consolidated to two units and that furniture was being used in Chatham. She stated that the stored 

furniture/equipment had already been declared obsolete, some items were simply awaiting proper 

disposal, and other libraries had shown an interest in the old stackable chairs. Motion Mrs. 

Crawley, second Mrs. Rushing to authorize Mrs. Gates to dispose of the obsolete furniture by 

donating said furniture to other agencies such as the Sheriff’s office, which has been extremely 

helpful to the library, and other public libraries who had shown an interest in said furniture. 

Motion carried. 

Motion Mrs. Massey, second Mrs. Rushing to enter executive session to discuss the 

Meeting Room Policy and Personnel. Motion unanimously carried. Motion Mrs. Essmeier, 

second Mrs. Rushing to exit executive session. Motion unanimously carried. Mrs. Gates advised 

Mr. Greer that no changes were made to the Meeting Room Policy. The Bylaws & Policies 

Committee will consider revisions to the policy to bring it current at a later meeting. Motion Mrs. 

Crawley, second Mr. Langston to approve a 2.5% COLA for full-time employees and a 



$0.25/hour COLA for part-time employees effective the current pay period. Motion unanimously 

carried. 

Mrs. Gates discussed upcoming workshops, the staff meeting held in December, plans for 

quarterly staff meetings after hours, and LLA.  LLA will be held in Shreveport March 25-27, 

2015, and she invited all Board members to attend. She advised that, as in the past, she plans to 

send several staff members to LLA and requested overnight travel for herself as she must attend 

the entire conference. Motion Mrs. Rushing, second Mrs. Massey to authorize overnight travel 

for Mrs. Gates to attend the 2015 LLA Conference. Motion carried. Mrs. Gates reminded 

everyone of the Ethics training requirement and requested that upon completion a copy of the 

certificate be provided for library records.   

 Mrs. Gates announced Created Equal grant programming and other events. The next 

regular board meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 16, 2015, at 4:00 p.m. There being no 

further business, motion Mrs. Essmeier, second Mrs. Rushing to adjourn. Motion carried. The 

meeting adjourned at 5:28 p.m.   
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