
JACKSON PARISH LIBRARY BOARD 

JONESBORO, LOUISIANA 

MINUTES – January 28, 2013 
            The regular meeting of the Jackson Parish Library Board was held on Monday, January 

28, 2013, at 11:00 a.m. at the Jackson Parish Library with the following members present: Mrs. 

Sylvia Baker, Mrs. Carolyn Crawley, Mrs. Sherri Ezell, Mrs. Rose Foster, Mrs. Dean Rushing 

and Mr. Todd Culpepper. Mrs. Faircloth, Mrs. Gates, Mr. James and Mr. Riley were also present. 

The meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m. by Mrs. Sherri Ezell. Mrs. Foster gave the 

invocation. Mrs. Ezell welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Motion Mrs. Crawley, second Mrs. Rushing to amend the agenda to add Item VII.B. 

Mileage compensation for board members. Motion carried. 

Mrs. Foster asked if the cost of living adjustment for library employees is in conjunction 

with the Police Jury. Mrs. Ezell explained that it is not, and that all increases for library 

employees come directly from the library board as they see fit. Mrs. Foster asked about the 

property adjacent to the library and Mrs. Gates replied that she would put it on the agenda as 

soon as the Library was ready to move forward. Mrs. Foster then asked about members from the 

same district serving together and why only she and Mrs. Johnson were mentioned 

previously. Mrs. Crawley explained that she and Mrs. Rushing are also in the same district, and 

that their district would be dealt with when her term is up. Motion Mrs. Crawley, second Mrs. 

Rushing to approve the minutes of December 10, 2012, as written. Motion carried. 

            Motion Mrs. Crawley, second Mrs. Foster to approve the financial reports of November 

and December 2012 and the statistical reports of November and December 2012. Motion 

carried.  

            The next item of business was the election of officers for 2013. Motion Mrs. Rushing to 

nominate Mrs. Sherri Ezell as President. Motion Mrs. Crawley to nominate the officers as 

is. Mrs. Foster stated that she did not wish to serve as Treasurer again and recommended Mrs. 

Baker be elected to that office. After further discussion, Motion Mrs. Rushing, second Mrs. 

Crawley to elect Mrs. Ezell as President. Motion carried. Motion Mrs. Crawley, second Mrs. 

Foster to elect Mrs. Rushing as Vice-President, Mrs. Baker as Treasurer and Mrs. Crawley as 

Trail Blazer Representative. Motion carried.  

            Mr. Riley then provided an updated on the progress for the Chatham branch. He stated 

that the demolition crew had 3-4 hours left to finish up with the site and then the soil boring crew 

would take soil samples. Mr. Riley also advised that they were at a standstill until a designer had 

been contracted with for the interior of the proposed building. Mrs. Gates stated that the contract 

was the next item and awaiting Board approval. Mr. Riley then addressed several issues that Mrs. 

Gates had with the plans. Mrs. Gates verified which wall she suggested be a glass wall. Mr. 

Riley stated that the computer desks were mobile and that the site plans are simply marking their 

location. He also verified which doors needed to be added and their locations. Mrs. Gates then 

reviewed the contract which Dewberry had sent and stated that the library’s attorney, Mr. 

Durrett, has approved the document provided that the certificate of insurance is provided as 

stated. Mr. Riley asked that he be allowed time to review it prior to its approval. Motion Mrs. 

Crawley, second Mrs. Rushing to approve the contract and recommend to the Jury that it engage 

Dewberry for its interior design services in connection with the Chatham Branch pending Mr. 

Riley’s approval of the same. Motion carried. Mr. Riley and Mr. James then left the meeting. 

Mrs. Gates then advised that she had received correspondence regarding the mileage rate 

set by the IRS. The new rate is $0.565 per mile. The prior rate was $0.555 per mile. She stated 



that in the past the library has followed the IRS rate, and approved the new rate, either up or 

down, each year. However, with fluctuating fuel costs it may be necessary for adjustments to be 

made more often, and it would save the Board time if it were to simply set the library’s rate to 

match the approved IRS rate. The director could then handle any changes made as a general 

announcement. Motion Mrs. Rushing, second Mr. Culpepper to set the Library’s mileage rate to 

be the same as the IRS rate, with any changes to the IRS rate being made for the library’s 

mileage rate as well. Motion carried. 

A discussion regarding compensation to board membered followed. Mrs. Crawley asked 

if other boards were compensated by mileage or a stipend. After further discussion regarding the 

benefits and costs associated with compensation for meetings, no action was taken. 

            Mrs. Gates then reviewed the need for authorized signors to be approved for the self-

generated fund account located at Sabine State Bank. Motion Mr. Culpepper, second Mrs. 

Crawley to appoint the President, Treasurer and Director as signors for the Sabine State Bank 

account, which account is listed as Jackson Parish Library Board. Motion carried. 

            Mrs. Gates then reviewed the resignation of the library’s custodian and the appointment 

of a part-time staff member. After further discussion, Motion Mrs. Baker, second Mrs. Rushing 

to accept the resignation of Rodrick Livingston and authorize Mrs. Gates to run an advertisement 

for the position of custodian. Motion carried. Motion Mrs. Crawley, second Mrs. Rushing to 

approve the appointment of Emily Adams as a part-time Library Assistant at the hours and rate 

presented. Motion carried. Mrs. Gates stated that they were no changes needed for the uniform 

allotments. Motion Mrs. Rushing, second Mrs. Crawley to approve the regular $325.00 per 

employee uniform allotment. Motion carried. 

            Mrs. Gates then reviewed upcoming events. The Library is hosting a Community 

Committee in connection with its Smithsonian grant on January 26, 2013, at noon. She invited 

any board members who wished to attend. She then stated that there is an upcoming Summer 

Reading Program workshop in Ruston on February 7, 2013, which several staff members will be 

attending. There is a staff day sponsored by the State Library in Ruston on February 26, which 

staff members will also be attending. The Louisiana Library Association annual meeting is 

March 6-8, 2013, in Baton Rouge. Motion Mrs. Crawley, second Mrs. Baker to approve 

overnight travel for Mrs. Barnes and Mrs. Gates to attend LLA. Mrs. Gates also asked that all of 

the board members consider attending LLA. Mrs. Gates then advised that the training and 

informational meeting for the Smithsonian exhibit which the Library is hosting, as one of only 

six sites in Louisiana, is in New Orleans on February 20-22, 2013. The grant will be reimbursing 

the library for travel expenses. Motion Mrs. Foster, second Mrs. Crawley to approve overnight 

travel for Mrs. Barnes and Mrs. Gates to attend the meeting. Motion carried. Mrs. Gates 

requested that everyone complete their 2013 ethics training and submit a copy of their certificate 

of completion. Due to President’s Day in February, the next regular board meeting will be held 

Monday, February 25, 2013, at 11:00 a.m. 

            There being no further business, motion Mrs. Rushing, second Mr. Culpepper to 

adjourn. Motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 12:17 p.m.   

  

Mrs. Sherri Ezell, President 

 Mrs. Crystal Gates, Secretary 
 


